DuFour: Corridor would benefit Weirton
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WEIRTON — The city’s economy
could benefit from a new corridor link-
ing the major urban centers of Colum-
bus and Pittsburgh, city leaders believe.

City Council on Monday gave its OK
for such a project by approving a reso-
lution offering its support. The resolu-
tion supports efforts by an Ohio steer-
ing committee to have a 28-mile stretch
of new four-lane highway built in the
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Buckeye State linking U.S. Route 36
near Dennison with U.S. Route 22 at
Cadiz.

That route, according to information
provided on the Columbus to Pittsburgh
Corridor Committee’s Web site, would
serve as an alternative to Interstate 70.
However, avoiding the interstate cur-
rently requires trucks to travel U.S.
Route 250 between Dennison and Cadiz,
much of which is a “two-lane roadway
characterized by sharp curves, limited
sight distance, narrow shoulders and a
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lack of merge lanes at interchanges,”
the Weirton resolution notes.

City Manager Gary DuFour said
Weirton offered its support for the plan
because the city’s location on Route 22
— about halfway between Cadiz and
Pittsburgh — puts it in prime position to
benefit from the proposed corridor.

“It would make the area more attrac-
tive to warehousing and distribution
operations, among others,” said DuFour.

See CORRIDOR Page 9A >

Continued from Page 6A

“We see it as a great prospect for
economic stimulus for the entire
region.”

_DuFour noted by adding the
City’s support to that of other
communities along the corridor,
officials hope to influence legis-
lators at the state and.federal lev-
els to provide funding to make it
happen. However, some esti.

mates have the price tag for such
a project at $1 billion or more,
citing the difficulty of skirting
Tappan Lake in Harrison County
as a major roadblock. :
Weirton’s resolution notes the
alternate corridor would provide
better access for traffic to the
Canton and Cleveland markets, as
well as the new Findlay Connec-

tor toll road which directly links
Route 22 with the Pittsburgh
International Airport.

The Columbus to Pittsburgh
Corridor Committee is composed
of representatives from seven
Ohio counties including Jeffer-
son,  Harrison, Tuscarawas, .
Muskingum, Licking, Cashocton
and Franklin.




Corridor group moving forward with plans

By PAUL GIANNAMORE.
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STEUBENVILLE — The Columbus-to-

Pittsburgh Corridor Committee is moving

ahead with plans to ask the state Legisla-

ture to give the corridor. a formal name and

desigriate money to erect signs along it.
The route includes several routes, most-
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ly four-lane, from I-270 in Franklin County
to the Veterans Memorial Bridge here.
Motorists don’t leave a single route, but
drive along a highway with several differ-
ent route designations.

The committee approved T.J. Justice,
executive director of the Coshocton County
Port Authority, and Ed Looman, executive
director of Progress Alliance, sending a let-
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ter to state legislators along the corridor to
seek their support.

The corridor committee, which meets |
quarterly, held its spring-session Friday at

Historic Fort Steuben downtown, Jerry
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Barilla, presideit of the board of trustees
for the fort, told the group to stick with the
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highway coricept, no mat- |

ter the obstacles. He noted
the fort grew out of an
idea in 1979 when Geral-
dine Cohen and Mrs.
Richard Q. King heard the
late Jack Boyd, history
professor and archaeolo-
gist from -the Franciscan
University of
Steubenville, discuss the
origins of the fort in 1787.
They took the concept of a
fort . re-creation from
there, he said. The fort’s
first blockhouse went up
10 years later and the sur-
rounding park and
amphitheater attract local
residents and visitors
from all 50 states and 50
countries.

“It is a testimony to
vision,” he said, compar-
ing the long-term effort it
took to what it will take to
complete the highway cor-
ridor.

the road remains two
lanes through Harrison
County. A feasibility
study on upgrading that
stretch is headed toward
a Sept. 10 ‘completion,
according to Greg Gur-
ney, programs and plan-
ning administrator for the
Ohio Department of
Transportation District
11. He said a public input
session should be held
sometime in July.
Gurney cautioned that
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HIGHWAY LEADERSHIP — Ed Looman, left, executive director.of Progress Alliance,
and T.J. Justice, executive director of the Coshocton County Port Authority, lead the
A 28-mile stretch of meeting of the Columbus-te-Pittsburgh Corridor Committee, which they co-chalr, held Fri-

"day at Historic Fort Steuben. The meeting attracted representatives from across the
seven-county area that comprises the highway corridor that crosses the state from

Steubenville to Columbus.

the feasibility study isnot
the same as an environ-
mental and preliminary
engineering plan. He said
the final document will
detail only very wide
potential corridors in
which to locate the high-
way, not exact alignment,
and will include analysis
of the potential of paying
for the road with tolls.

Susan Wyant, planning
administrator of the
ODOT District 5 office,
which oversees the west-
ern end of the corridor,
said a project for upgrad-
ing state Routes 161 and
16 will be done by the end
of June, with work pro-
gressing on the upgrade
of the congested Cherry
Valley intersection west

of Newark.

An offshoot of the
highway corridor com-
mittee, which has been
formally meeting for
about three years, is a
tourism subcommittee.
That committee has
attracted interest among
convention and visitors
bureaus stretching from
Reynoldsburg into Pitts-

burgh and Washington
County, according ‘ to
Tiffany Gerber, tourism
and group tour manager
of the Tuscarawas County
Convention and. Visitors
Bureau. She said a meet-
ing will be held Monday
for all the tourism
bureaus that can benefit
from a four-lane Pitts-
burgh-to-Columbus con-
nection, to meet with con-
sultants from Successful-
Ventures. That company
is headed by David Bren-
ner, who is an original
member of the Columbus-
. to-Pittsburgh committee.
He said he’ll be abstain-
ing from any votes

involving the tourism
subcommittee in the
future.

He said developing a
brand for the corridor is
necessary.

“Whether you are rid-
ing a motorcycle or driv-
ing a classic car or are out
with the family, there is a
lot to see and do here and
it’'s not publicized as
widely as it could be,” he
said.

Brenner stressed the
tourism subcommittee
and tourism directors
hope that, while their
organizations and mem-
bers benefit from
increased tourism, the
highway committee will
be able to show the state
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and federal government
increasing traffic num-
bers that can bolster
momentum for finishing
the highway. -

Tony Guida, a
Steubenville Realtor who
is one of Jefferson Coun-
ty’s representatives on
the highway corridor
committee, presented a
stack of resolutions
passed by local govern-
ments, including those in
Brooke and Hancock
counties, too, developers
and organizations in sup-
port of the highway.

Justice, co-chair of the
corridor committee,
along with Looman said
they’ll work to get resolu-
tions approved by munic-
ipalities in other cpunties
to present to the state.

Wintersville-area busi-
nessman Geno Morelli
noted that he had first
started using the routes
the corridor committee is
supporting back in the
1950s, when none of it
was four-lane express-
way. He said the work of
the committee is a good
idea. .

“T thank you for what
you all are doing,” he
said. .

(Giannamore can be
contacted at pgian-
namore@heraldstaron-
line.com.)



