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Huzzah! Thanks to a few
pointed questions from the
press corps at a White
House news conference, the
long Obama captivity of the
media is at an end. The Hotline, an inside-the-Beltway
tip sheet, proclaimed June
23 “The Day the Love
Ended.”
The New York Daily News’
Michael Goodwin celebrates the press corps’ ability to channel
CONSIDER the mood of
THIS
the country:
“By peppering
the president
with forceful
questions ...
and by challenging some
of his slippery
answers, reporters capJONAH
tured the
GOLDBERG
changing tone
You can e-mail
in the country.
him at Jonahs
Column@aol.com Like the end
of a real honeymoon, blind infatuation
is giving way to a more accurate view of reality.”
“The press corps gets it,”
Goodwin wrote. “For
Obama, the hard part begins now.”
Swamis and carnival contortionists who can fit their
bodies into a Happy Meal
box could learn something
from the press about flexibility, given its ability to effortlessly pat its own back.
Silly me, I thought the
main job of the press was to
challenge slippery answers
and ask tough questions,
not to do that only when it
helps “capture a tone.”
But what truly confuses is
how a few tough questions
make up for months of forehead-scraping obeisance to
The One.
Suddenly these halfdozen reporters are media
redeemers? “They Asked
Tough Questions for Our
Sins.”
Indeed, shouldn’t this be a
moment for reflection on
how bad the press has been
until now?
Instead of “The Honeymoon Is Over,” why isn’t the
headline “Handful of Reporters Make Colleagues
Look Like Chumps”?
A week ago, CNN, the
Washington Post and other
major news outlets covered
Obama’s killing of a fly as if
it was a major news event.
(At least when the Russian
press similarly gushes over
Vladimir Putin, he’s karatechopping cinderblocks in
half.)
The good news: More
photo-ops are coming, because the White House apparently has a major fly
problem. I know that because I read the New York
Times’ flood-the-zone
coverage.
As Kool Aid-allergic
columnist Robert Samuelson has noted, such sycophancy is a serious publicpolicy problem because the
president is proposing a
radical overhaul of pretty
much everything.
For the most part, the
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The bad news here is such name
changes are decided by ODOT, which
must adhere to federal rules for such
matters. What might seem simple and
obvious to most of us could get snared
in bureaucracy.
A new name not only would improve
safety, but also allow all of us to give
easier to understand directions rather
than telling visitors to ignore the signs
and drive straight until you reach
Newark.
Let’s not spend more than $100 million on a new expressway and ignore a
real safety and convenience issue.

have been hearing various proposed cuts in
grant and state funded
programs for months
now.
We have had to give
layoff notices to all four
of our Help Me Grow
service coordinators, a
program serving lowincome families with
children birth to three.
Originally, we were
told a 45 percent funding cut was in the
House version of the
state budget. Then,
three weeks ago the
senate version of the
budget was released
with no Help Me Grow
funding for at-risk
children.
The Help Me Grow
grant is supposed to

start the new funding
year July 1, but we still
don’t know if any state
funding will be
available.
The head-lice program that helps families
treat their children for
head lice, and instructs
them on proper steps to
eliminate lice from the
home and prevent recurrences, will end
June 30.
We have applied for a
new grant funded program, which is supposed to start July 1, but
we have not received
any notification from
the state about if we are
getting the grant, or
what level of funding
would be available.
By the time we get

notified, fill the positions, and get up and
running we will have
lost at least a month of
service delivery.
Almost all funds that
come from the state
general fund, or federal
funds that can be diverted by the state, are
being reduced. Cuts of
more than $400,000 for
the next 12 months are
likely.
The legislature needs
to take a little old
school health advice,
“It’s better to just rip the
Band-Aid off instead of
pulling it off slowly. Either way is painful, but
at least you get it over
quickly.” Make the hard
decisions now, and let’s
move forward.

what at this point we
can chalk up to simple
misguidance. If they
continue to take a
stand to defend their
actions, it will be remembered.
I personally promise
it will not be forgotten
each time election
time rolls around and
at no time in between
elections.
No city that has had
its residents vote their
wishes concerning the
cameras has voted to
keep them. In each
case they have been
banned.
Our elected officials
are supposed to represent the wishes of the
people who elect
them. That is all I ask.
If they choose to ignore residents’ wishes
and draw a line in the
sand, they can expect
many of us to cross it.
There is still time to
take a wrong and make
it right.

As a residents of
Heath and the United
States, I cherish the
freedoms guaranteed
in the Constitution of
our great nation. Even
if safety could be used
as an excuse to justify
the cameras, I still
would fight to cling to
those freedoms that
are given up in this
outsourcing of our law
enforcement.
This very minute we
have young men and
women fighting in Iraq
and Afghanistan for
freedom.
I for one want to be
able to hold my head
up high when I meet
one of these heroes
and heroines that has
sacrificed so much.
How can I or anyone
else look them in the
eye and tell them that
while they were
halfway around the
world fighting for our
freedom we allowed
many of their free-

doms to be taken away
while they were not
here to defend them?
Our fathers and their
fathers before them
fought and died for the
freedoms that our
local elected officials
have taken from us.
We all want safer
streets. Nobody can
argue with that. There
are ways to accomplish this without giving up our freedoms.
Photo-enforcement
is not the answer, nor
will it ever be. Safety is
only an excuse, a weak,
invalid excuse for generating revenue.
Lets send the cameras back to Arizona,
Australia or wherever
they came from so we
can work to make our
streets safer for us and
our families.
The way to safer
streets is no secret. It
never will be an option, though, as long as
we have the cameras.
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Concerning the redlight and speed cameras recently installed
in Heath, I am publicly
asking the Heath
mayor and city council
to read
LOCAL
the reCOLUMN
port
from the
RONNIE
office of
KIDD
the majority
Kidd resides in
leader of
Heath.
the
House of Representatives concerning redlight cameras, then see
how they were misled
by the flawed Redflex
studies.
After reading this report it should be obvious to them that they
made a mistake — a
very big mistake.
Everybody makes
mistakes. What we do
about our mistakes is
how we are remembered. There is time to
rethink what has been
done, time to undo

Red-light cameras restrict our freedoms

State budget cuts are
impacting public health
programs in Licking
County. The legislature
and the governor have
been unable to meet
the July 1 deadline for
passing a
LOCAL
new twoCOLUMN
year
budget.
JOE
They are
EBEL
giving
themEbel is the
selves an
Licking County
extenhealth
commissioner
sion by
passing a
one-week interim plan,
setting funding levels at
30 percent less than
what agencies are currently getting.
These budget problems are not new; we

Budget uncertainty already causing
problems for public-health programs

YOUR THOUGHTS ARE WELCOME

press hasn’t cared that his
explanations are iffier than
gas-station sushi, his assurances more dubious than a
North Korean press release.
Obama’s ongoing promise
that he’s “creating or saving”
jobs is as plausible as the
chess team captain’s claim
that his supermodel girlfriend can’t fly down from
Canada for the prom.
Maybe the fly infestation
at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
has something to do with
the fact that the White
House is a central hub
of bovine manure
distribution?
I can’t remember: Was it
Shirley Temple or Keyser
Soze who said the greatest
trick the Devil ever pulled
was to convince the world
he didn’t exist?
It doesn’t matter. But I do
think of that line whenever I
hear liberals claim the press
isn’t biased.
For instance, Dan Rather
famously insisted media
bias was a “myth,” even
after he paid blind Bulgarian orthodontists to officially
verify those blockbuster National Guard memos written
in fingerpaint.
OK, that’s not exactly how
it went down. But as Dan
might say, my version is
fake but accurate.
Of course, the deniers
never convinced anyone.
Poll after poll reveals that
four out of five dentists
agree the press tilts to the
left, if by “four out of five
dentists” you mean the majority of Americans, and by
“tilts” you mean leans leftward like a one-legged ensign on the U.S.S. Enterprise after the port nacelle
has been blown to bits by
Klingons.
But denial still has its advantages. It allows concubines to say they’re merely
highly compensated conversationalists. For the
press, it allows them to act
on their own prejudices and
call it “news judgment.”
Alas, were it not for the
fact that Oprah already has
a magazine called “O,” this
same news judgment would
have resulted in Newsweek
changing its name to better
reflect its status as the official tribute album of the
Obama years (long may He
reign). Subscribe now and
get your free plate from the
Franklin Mint.
Denial doesn’t need much
to sustain itself. A little convenient corroboration goes
a long way. A dieter drops a
few pounds, then feels justified in eating a dumpster
load of Cheetos.
The press has a nice moment, suddenly all is forgiven and forgotten and they
go back on their merry way.
If the honeymoon ended
June 23, the vows were renewed the next day when
ABC News staged an infomerical on socialized
medicine from the White
House.
ABC was tough, though. It
opted not to hand out commemorative plates.

Day of tough questions
doesn’t make up for
Obama adoration

the changing route numbers, something the state appears willing to do.
Chief Jeff Hussey also suggested placing
mile markers often seen on limited-access highways.
Those are good ideas, but perhaps it
would be best if the entire route was renamed I-670 as a logical extension of
the Columbus interstate from downtown to Interstate 270 near Port Columbus International Airport. Or perhaps
the 161 name should be extended all of
the way to Newark, instead of terminating near Alexandria. Even a ceremonial
name might prove better.

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION

ing a major crash May 30 when responders were sent to Ohio 161 west of
Alexandria rather than Ohio 37 west of
Granville. One man later died, although
it’s unknown if response times played a
role.
Such delays are not acceptable in our
modern world where cell-phone calls
can help authorities respond with
amazing speed.
We commend the Granville Fire Department for addressing this issue by
developing a new response plan for the
corridor and asking ODOT to erect
more visible signs to alert motorists to

For safety’s sake, clearer road name is needed

OUR OPINION

“ Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

OPINION

There’s one simple solution to the
numbers-soup mess that’s always confused motorists along the state routes
connecting central Licking County to
Columbus.
The entire Ohio 161/37/16 corridor
from New Albany to Cherry Valley Road
at the Granville-Newark border needs
one dominant identifier once the expressway construction project wraps
up in early 2010.
Motorists often incorrectly state what
stretch of road they’re driving on when
they call 911 to report a crash or emergency. That was certainly the case dur-
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So much for avoiding 161/37 confusion
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So much for avoiding 161/37 confusion

We ran an editorial a few weeks ago encouraging The Ohio Department of Transportation to avoid the
numbers soup that comes with the route names along our new Columbus expressway.
As we feared, the first side of the second phase opened today with signs that simply make no sense for
those who are visiting the area, the very people who need signs the most.
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However, ODOT, at least for now, has done
what we feared. Along the new eastbound
lanes, there's a now a sign saying 161 ends
here and Ohio 37 east straight. There's no
sign telling you where Ohio 37 takes you,
which is Lancaster, of course when you take
the second upcoming exit and turn south.
Makes perfect sense?
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January (4)
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March (2)
April (6)

There needs to be another sign or an
addendum that tells you go straight for Ohio
16, Granville and Newark.

May (6)
June (3)
July (1)

It's not a huge deal, but some communities
have fought nasty battles with ODOT over the
years to get their communities on signs. I'm sure Zanesville would love to be on the I-270 signs in
Columbus rather than Wheeling, W.Va.
For now, just tell new visitors to get on the freeway, ignore the signs and go straight until you see
Granville or Newark.

Most Recent Tags
161/37
Portman
Kasich
Ohio
GOP
cuts
budget
library
StoryChat
NewarAdvocate.com

Comments (6) | Permanent Link
Tags: 161/37
Email this post

Blog Roll
Recommend (2)

Buckeye Buzz Blog
Cincinnati Reds Blog

cynical1 wrote:
I agree it is a little vague, but if you are traveling somewhere unfamiliar, I would think using an Atlas, Google Maps or

